Metabolic syndrome risks of cardiovascular disease: differences between HIV-positive and HIV-negative?
Highly active antiretroviral therapy (HAART) has markedly prolonged life expectancy in patients infected with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). Use of HAART has been associated with development of a metabolic syndrome that may increase the risk of developing ischemic heart disease. The purpose of this review is to discuss the incidence and clinical manifestations of the metabolic syndrome in patients with HIV infection and contributing factors, as well as whether cardiovascular risk is disproportionately elevated in patients with HIV-associated metabolic syndrome.